
Well I cannot te'.I tha': my memory fans me as

to tliat. I could nn' tell __'.n thoy b._an. an.i
rrhen they-i-ui 1 could t: 1 that lt was ay.ry y .ar

for .©mo tlme. I oaaoot te'.i what date it was.
have o raoord of __. ________

Q._When you say 'every year" you mean l.ter-

ally everv calendar year ln connection with tne

State el-^e'tlon? A..Te... sir. th
Q..Have vou received any money *r(>. ,.£.

JOqultable Lif* as a contributlon for local cara-

palgns? A.No. *__.«.. rQ..Mur.lclnal oampaigns? A.-None ^"atever
^Q..<L#r as a oor.trihutlon to the expenses or an>

candldates for the lc_i_!atur_? A..No. sir. i ««»-ve

***not received any at all for that purpese. f
Q.-Th«n ihe arr.ounts that you have recel*.»<_ ior

the purposes of Staic camtmigns ^J'"* ..A,'
amounts you have received from the Eqiiltab e

Life? A.-Y.s. ar.d they were _*". ral m tneir

character: there was r.ot any speeiftc *¦?'" "J?"
tloned fcr any campaign. for any-for what lt was

to be.

thev
ik

they did always by a special xess^ 0f monev"to mv offlce and deilvered me a package of money.
and I didn't know-l could only «U what lt *a_.

and I lmmediately- turned it ever t« the St3t_com
mlttee. either to tha chairman or the se_retar>
the tresstiier. ... «._.tri__iu-
Q.-So these contributions were cash .ontnou

tlons? ...Yes. sii.; cash contributions. mMt-nm
Q lAnd did you ever receive any «^ «?£$£tlons directh- from any offlcer of the EQU'tanie^

A.-No. nnt direcUy: i don't think I ejer dd rrom

the Equitable. I am not quite sure about that but

they invariat.!y sent the money over bw «£«*-*.
r.e_en£er and dehvered to me. and I ^ntJo-P^
overnight; I would send it. or took It up to the state
commlttee.

DID NOT ASK POR FUNDS.
Q.-Did you make any request for these contribu-

"^iTheriame .-ofuntarily? A.-Tbey eame vol-

UT-A{the incepiion of the -^*j£?Ei«25_trlbutlons. or the practice of making them. did you
make anv reque.t for them? A.-W ell, I don t re-

tWI' about that; I should..
_ ..iinn-

Q.-Thcn J10.O0. will eover all the cpnt. sbv tions-
that i_. the annual contribuuons-wlnch. jou have
ever received in any way from the tquitable uw.
a.-Ae fcr as I remember. that would be all. There

Q.-Ten thousand dollars a year? A.-ies, sar.
Q..Was that a fl_ed sum each year. ot did lt

.-erv? A.Well. it was a lixed sum..hat ls, they
dld" not exceed that. and they didn t reduce lt.
*
Q .Did vou ever receive any contributions for

noliticai purposes from the Mutual Llfe. A..i am

net quite certain about that. but 1 think 1 did.
durfoc the ten year_ that I speak of I «eelved
eome contributions from the Mutual Life, but 1 cio
not-
Q..In what am___nt? A.Well, my memory

-.ould be $10,000. _.,.
Q..Anr.uallv? A..No. it would not be annually.
<_..Occasior.ally? A..Occaaionally.
Q..Well. do vou remember in wr.at campaign

A..I eo not know ln what campaign. I could not

q!.Have vou received any recently from the
Mutual Life", within recent years.the last three
or four vears? A.I though_ you were asking me

about the New-York Life.
_Q.-No. I said the Mutual Llfe. A..I received

some donations from the Mutual Life in the last.
ten vears but I don't know when and what amount.
They were about $10,000. »m.v
q .Were they regular contributions? A..i tmr.K

ro.^.o* annual contributions; they did npt glve me

_ny sum anilually. It was only on stated occasior.s

Q-You~mean bv that they did not give you
Eomething for each years campaign. A..Tne.
<_id r.ot. no.« , ... .

Q..How frequenUy was it? A..I cannot tell 1

Fiirply received It. and whatever I received I took
tt to the State commiltee.
Q..With what offlcer of the Mutual Life did you

deal in receiving these contributions? A-.I think
.t w_ Mr McCurdy. I would not be sure.

Q.-R. A! McCurdy? A.-Yes. slr.
Q.Did vou get the money from him directly.

A..No. slr; it was glven to me just as I aaid.

MESSENGER BROUGHT THE MONEY.

Q.In the same _av th.t it was given to you by
the Equitable. sent by messenger in currency? A..

Q..How did it happen that the Mutual Life con-
fributed the money? Was lt in pursuance of an

-lnderstanding between yourself and Mr. McCuroy-
^. _t Eimply asked him at various tm-.es wnui

necessities were very great for money, and he said
bs would be vorv glad to subscribe.
Q.This was for the State campaign? A..Yes,

cr
_..Ar__ Mr McCurdv so understood it? A..He

.understood it. and could not understand it any
other way. because 1 was not representing the
-.auor.a. campaign. ^ ,

Q..Was there any contributlon by the Mutual
L1fe at any time for at.y local campaign? A..No.
.-ir.
O.Or apart from the contribut.ons for the State

campaign purposes ln the interests of any candi¬
date fcr S'ate ofl.ee? A..No. sir.
Q..The practice was tne same in the Mutual as

tn the Equitable? A.Yes. sir.
Q.And we may assume that you got generally

SKJj.OQ? A..When X £0t ar.ythir.g from him I did.
Q..And for how long a pericd of years would

that go back'' A..I could not state that.
Q..Would it po back twenty years? A..No.
Q..Have vou received any con'tibutions for polit¬

ical purpos'-s from the New-York Life? A.1
think very seldoru.
Q..With whom did vou d»il in the New-York

Life. if you did at all? A..Well. I dealt with the
president of rhe company.
C.Mr. McCali. A..Yes. sir.
Q.D*d you receive at any time contributions

from Mr. McCali for .ctate ptirposes.po!i:ira! pur-
poses? -V .If he subscribed anything at all it

i be for State purposes.Q Ve«. of course. but dld he at any time, or hls
oetknans". give you any money? A..I csnnot say

positively whether he did or not.I cannot remem¬
ber as to whether he save me anything or not.
Q And that would menn thal yo-i were not

ve nf to whether the New-York Life has given
vou anything for State purposes? A.T am not
positive. M'*' memorv is at fault with reference to
that.
O .It has been suggesled to me that you had

BOme'hine to do with th« collection of fu'-ds for
the Hurrsor. campaitm.thc raisine of a fund of

I>. vou recall that? A.I do not recall
that.
Q.Or any fund. I may not have the amount

riKh'? A.-.No. my memory could not tell me
whether it w-js tbe Harrison campaign. or what
campa't-r. lt was.
Q .You r>re clear in yo;:r mind *hat you ne\-er

had anv contHbutions made to vou for th« purpose..
of a national ca-~naisrn? A.Tes. sl-; thev never
¦were jnven to me for a national eamnaign. although
Boci.'i' Iklne Wfth gen^leTjen about it. I
Fa!d I thought It would be a pood thing for th-m »o
Fuhseribe. because of the bearlng of the national
campaien oi a State campaign.
Q..And wiih whori have vou hn<" auch conversa-

tions. I mean connected with Insurance comoa-les,
r>f ce.iir--c¦? A .I am not s"re a« to whom I talkel to.
O .Have vn-: ha_|c«_1 wi'h R. A. McCurdy about

th->t? A.T"do t-ot rhlrk so.
O .Or Mr. .Tohr, A MeCt.ll- A.T think verv

llkelv I mav have talked with Mr .Tohr. A McCali
on that s"b<----T. as to the necessiti"s of our cam-

palrn _-*d what we ought to dn. but I do not re¬
member when I talked with hlm.

NOTHING PROM OTHER COMPANIES.

Q..What other Insuranee comnanies dilng: busi-
tless ln the State of »w-Yc-rk. Senator. have m-JOe
contributions to vou for polltlcal purposes? A..
*Ne+ anv that T know of.
Q.Not th* Metropolitan? A.No. slr.
Q..And none Of the other companies? A.No.

slr.
Q._Have anv of these other companies made any

«-o.-<tr"h'ttiors to anybody else thst you know of for
politics! nurpoeest A.T do not know of their
contriv'iting anvt".ire at all.
Q..Then the 110.006 from the Mutual nnd JlO.C'Xi

from the Pouitabie.I refer, of course. to the sn-
y-ual contribution.com. rise all th* contributions
that vou have knowledge of for poiuical purposes?
A.I'have not had from the N.w-York Llfe $10,000
a year

C> I said the Mufal. Ten thousand dcllirs from
the Mutr.al and $10,000 from the Equitable. A..I
co not think I ever had such a suni a year from
the MutUPl.
Q..I gathered from your testimony that it was

fre-iuent'v from the Mutual? A.It was frequent,
I should think il was.oh. I cannot tell how fre¬
quent tt was
Q..Take !f.2. was ther* a contributlon in that

vear bv th* Mutual? A..I should think there was,
tecause that wa-s a Preslflentfal year.
Q._Arid it woul be llkelv. accordine to your

rtcoliect'.on. that they would give for State pur¬
poses that vear? A..^'s sir.
Q..And how nhout !._*?
Tbe rn-nli-mar..T think you rc.ant 1304
The Witness.Tes.
.How about 1902? A.I don't remember about

im
O.Or 1300? A..Well, 1 cannot remember spe-

cifically.
Q.That was a Presldent's! year. Would it be

vour recollectlon that th* Mutual su'oscrbed for
State nurposes that yean? A..T should think
naturally the Mutual would subscribe at that tim*
/ir.d d'd.
Q.. ir* you acqualnted with anv contrihution..

tftat hswe been made to any one for the purnos*
Of fr.vorinr tbe eandidacy of anv one for leeislative
offices outside of those eontribut'ons vou have men-
tioned? A .I never had any such thing broached
to me at all.

t. .-*)r for the purnoye of aidin* a cand'date for
il offlce* A.-Vn: there nev*r has been any

r-'.-eg. .""'en in r-eard to anv cand'date.
Q._Wft*h refer^n** to th* '""atte. of campaign

»-xcer.se_ in referenc* to li-^r'""! nom'n_»tlons? A..
2 mevax heard of such a thing in my life.

DOES NOT KNOW HAMILTON.
O.. peferer.ee has bcer. made here to the .-.cti-ity

4K Ar.drea- Hamilton 'n cor.nect'on w'*h \*z si .t'v.-
ttatter" at Albar.y. F''d v..u .row Mr Hamilton?
A-c-I Wn't know hlm at all.
^J.__r,i^ vou know nnvthlng ab-out h's work at
AToan*-? A..I dlen't know anvthlnr about it at
aH: sinee h!_ name ho* been bioache* here ls the
ftr-t I hav* h*-rd of him.
O..Po you know Andrew 0. Fields? A..I havo

met l'm."l think. once r,r twlee.
O.~>o vou know anything of his work at Albany?

A..No.
O..Or mv mc-nevs contributed hy Insurance com-

pan'es tr> him or through him for ar.y purpose?
A..T ^o r.ot.
O..So far as vou know. Senator wha* hav* the

ir«t<T-ftf« co rat-|*« ("or> ln rerard to shapt-^e leg-
ialat'on or nr»»«ntf ¦«« leg'sl t'on 'n this S a»e? A
7 don"t know anythirg thev av. r'o-e: I never !n-
ntdr*d i.ro that. nor have thev aought mv influ-
ence r;t ell in r*-"e-«nee to «t
Q..Do vou J>new what d'SDOSit;on h'-s been m»d

of tve contjHh"tlo-s by ths in**uran^e comp-nl-i
f"f Btate .j,m-ai---s? A.-I don't "n-w anvthlng
a"-0". 't. f;'. i turn»d those ecn -ibutlors over to
the ..tat* committee. and ther. my connection wit--
them *eas*d.
O..Do vou kno-- wh»'her, by v r-ue of su-h cn

trtl-utiona ary Pl'^'mTit- of r-o-ey we'e rra^e for
the -u-pos- ef hei. ing the «_,-rpa:«m of c-n-11-l',tes
for the leg'slature? A..There _as rot. *.hat I know
of.
Q..Inquirles have been made from time to tim**

her* wlth regard to the Insurance Department.
What influence bai the UW^J» emKM ln rt-
card <o the .ippo.rtmer.t 01 the »!*¦**<**n?en1*S:
Insuranre. so Car as you k^ow? A.-JVe.l I don t

think thejr had any influence. so <« « * *?°,L,S aq._Po you knew anyt.-ing »b<1'-,.t-**l-u*\e_%_£morrent-did vou know Janes £.««*; o'fTnsur-*k-:ow him when he was Supermtendt nt of Insur-

""o^-Was he an attorney ot the Mutual Ltf; prior
to hia tecomirg Superintendent of Insurance? A.~
I <'on t Know that he was. .i««*ori
q_Do vou know hc-w t wa? that he was sele cd

as Su-er nte d<"nt of lnsu.ance tn new or "l* leia

.TontotrfMutual? A.-I 61 n*t know his relations
to tbe Mutrai were close at all. v,-,v.*'r
o.-Kave vou e er i cen asked. Senator. on beha. f

of -he msurarre companies. tc ta^.vene ln tneir

fayor by rcason of such contributions l A.->e\er

,nQ-einWconnecMon wlth matters of IfS^*1"*" #
the Insu-ance Department? A.-Never in the worict.

NEVER ASKED FOR "INFLUENCE."
Q.-I sald, on account or such contributions Haye

you ever been asked by any insurance company to

Intervene in their favor at atl ta conr'*ct'°" fJ'5
matters of legttatfam? A.-They have never asked
me in the woriu. **__- .*. the
Q..And vou have never done anything ot tne

kind? A..Il have not. __._. -.«.

Q .Do you iiappen to know. Senator. what con¬

tributions were mad* to the national campalgn
fund of 18?6 hy the Mutual and Equitable. -V-l
could not tell anything about them atthat time
fer f didn't have anv record. nor I haven L any
rec-ord new. I dldn t make any record.
Q..Or WO? A.As I said. they turned the

moneys over to me and I turned them over to the
State committee. .

Q..Was there anv co-operatlon between you ana
Mr Bliss in the effort ro obtain contributions dur¬
ing the campalgn when bo*h State anfl^ national
candidates went before the public? A..Not that I
remember. . _. _

Q..In last autumn.1904, that ls? A..Not that I
know of. at least. . ...

Q.Do vou know anvthlng about the contribution
ot anproximating $"«.000 by the New-iprk Life ln
the lnst Presider.tia! campaie-n? A..I knew notn-
ing about it. I have r.o knowlede-e of it.
q _Or the con*ribut'.on of $50,000 by the Equitable

Life during: the last campaign? A..I didn't know
what they had given; it was never brought to my
attention at all. . ...

Q..I am asked wherher you deslre the committee
?-*> understand that vour relation to contr.butions
bv insurance companies began only ten years ago
A._I would not say ten yrars ago: I would not
spedfy the date. but I should think it was as much
as ten vears ago. .

Q..Wasn't it a consi-ierably longer tlme than ten
vears aso when vou begran 10 recelve those con-

rrlbutions? A.It is very possible it was, but I
can't remember now. when I began receiving con-
trl^utiors.
C.Was it as long ago as twenty years ago? A..

I <*oubt it.
Q._Abcnt I8S5 or *SS6. did lt hepin? A..I can t re¬

member: I can't remember when lt was.
O.Put vou don't intend to be understood as

fixing ten vears- as the absoiute limit? A..No. slr.
Q..It might be fifteen years or more? A-.Yes,

sir.
Q.But these flsn'res you have given me hold

good for whatever time it was? A..Tes. sir.
Q..And according to your best recolleetton

wculfln't these contributlons extend over a perlod
so far bnck as 1S88? A..I sho-'lo thlnk likely they
would but I can't rem»mber about lt.
Q..We should be glad to know. Senator. on what

ba«is r-n Insurance comoanv ls iustifled in eontrih-
ut;ng to a State campaism? A..T should think they
were justifled in making contributions while the
gold issue was at stake.
Q.T.ike the course of our State campaigns; cf

course. vou are fanrlinr with them for many yeara:
what bas there L-.en in them whlch would .'usttfy
an insurance companv in contrlbutlng to the ex-
perse? A..Well. I should not want to pass upon
thnt.
Q.Tf vou have an onlnlon. of course. we rhoui.i

be g'ad to have it. but the point I want particular
ly to ret at is thls: "What suggregtion was there
to the Insurance companies of any quid pro quo:
what were the insurance companies to ret out of
tbe fact that thev had made the contribution? A.
.There was not any suggestion of any sort.

ADVANTAGE "THROUGH ME''

Q..What advantage could they really get? A.-
They got it through me as beiug connectea witn
the State committee.
Q.How would they get it through you? A..

Well. thev would suppose I would be very likely
to defend" them at times when it was necessary;
never had occaslon to do it.
Q._What would that extend to; what do you

mean bv defending them if occasion made it nec¬

essary? A..Well, I don't know.
Q..What had you in mind in saying that. A..

That thev would expect me to support them natu-
raily for' anything that they thought was right
and* they were for.
Q .And have they ever requested your support tn

anv matter? A.-They- never have.
Q.."Xo company has? A..Xo company has ever

asked my support.
q _in what matters could you properly giv©

a companv support ln return for such contribu¬
tions? A..Well. I don't know.
Q .I understood vou to say they would expect

vou would support them or defend them: now,
what class of possibilitles had you ln mind ln
saving that? A..I didn't have any class of posst-
biiities in mind at all. because where their In-
terests were involved they might come to me for

q J_to see that the legislature did not enact
legislatlon which they thought hostile to poiiey-
holders? A..That is about what lt would amount

Q.That is about what it would amount to? A..
Teg
Q.How could you control that situation? A..I

could not control it. -««.-,

Q..How could you in any way influence tt. A-.
I might have some 1nfluer.ee.
Q .Through the disposltion of the moneys in the

election of leglslators? A..Oh. I could not say
. that.,, ..

Q._jsn't that the wny it really comes about. Sen¬
ator that the use of these contr:butions in the

-. ..f candidates to office puts the candidates
more or less under a moral obligation not to attack
the interest supporting them? A..That is what
naturallv would be involved.
Q..Jsn*t that really what is Involved? A..I

should think so. _

Q..That is what you meant when you sald they
would expect vovi. through your relations with the
Stste Committfe. to defend them? A..Yes, sir.
Mr. Hughes.That is all. Senator.
The Chalrman.That is all. Senator; we are much

obliged to ynu.
The W tness.I am much obliged to you.
The Chalrman.We are very much oliged to you.

»-

BOTH PAID "HUSH MONEY'3

Equitable and Mutual Contributed
Regularly to W. S. Manning.

Apart from Senator Platt. the two inter-
esrlng witnesses of the morning session were

John A. NicholS, a former Quarantine Commis¬
sioner, and the author of the two famous letters
to Senator Chauncey M. Depew eomplaining of
the importunitles of "your friend up the river,"
and Thomas Coman, a forgotten city official, a

eontemporary of the Tweed regime, whose ac-

quaintance with the "right" people seemed to
have obtained him a comfortable $6,000 berth
in the Equitable.
Mr. Nichols promptly identified the "friend

up the river" as W. S. Manning, of Albany, a

former actuary, whose relations to the payroll
of the Equitable seemed to have been the sole
reason for the retentlon of Mr. Nichols. He
also testified to a long llst of payments rang-
ing from SG00 to $450 annually to Mr. Manning,
many vouchers for which were shown, most of
these in fictltious names. intended to conceal
the identity of the real recipient. The story of
this "hush money" was one of the most re¬

markable that has been told at the investiga-
tion despite the many lapses of memory suffered

by Mr. Nichols.
The burden of this testimony was that Mr.

Manning was employed "in matters inimical" to
the Equitable. Subsequently lt developed that
he received similar payments from the Mutual.
Time and again Mr. Nichcls reiterated that the
payment was in "matters inimical to the com¬

pany." but he could not recall an example. Fi-
nally when a specific payment of $450 was

shown for last year Mr. Nichols recalled the fol-
lowing detail: "I paid him so that he would be
favorable to the company instead of inimical."
A moment later he admitted that Mr. Man-

nlng was not employed at that time, and the
payment waa "to keep him from belng em-

ployed." These payments, he testified, had been
going on for ten or fifteen years. Then he sup-
plled thc explanatlon for the long list of vouch¬
ers for payments to him of 51.000 annually for
a retainer. The payment, he said, was to meet
the demands of Manning. This brought Mr.
Hughes to the "Dear Depew*' letter of Nlchola
and the witness promptly identified Manning
as "our friend. who usually gets round at this

¦- ' 3
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tlme of the year." Mr. Nichols explained that

this reference in the letter was underlined to

show *'that he was not our friend." He further
explained that he had written to Senator Depew
merely because of the friendly relatlon with him
whlch he enjoyed. He next identified the "ran-

tankerous friend" of the eecond Depew letter
as the eania Mann Ing.

MANNING "VERY PUSHING-"
¦'How was he rantankerous?" queried Mr.

Hughes.
"He was .ry pushing," was the llluminating

reply. Then Mr. HugheB took the inltiative in

the matter.
Q..Was Mr. Manning connected with the insur¬

ance investigation of 1877? A.-Yes. sir, I belie\e

1Q..Was he not a stenograph.r in that investiga¬
tion. and dld he not threaten to publish repoits oi

portions of the pi-oceedings of that «nvf,9"s«»°._
not made known in the report, portions tliat were

suppressed?
Mr. Nichols'e memory failed him completely on

this point.
Q.-Was it through a desire to prevent this pub-

licat'on and because he saiu matters about ,Henr,
B. Hyde ln this teport had beea suppressed that
the payments were made?

Tho witness could not remember. The little
his memory supplied was told In a voice so low
the committee could not hear, and frequently
asked for a louder tone.
Mr. Hughes turned up two payments of 56,000,

concerning which Mr. Nichol3 could recall noth¬
ing, but asked for time. Mr. Hughes then re¬

turned to the Manning case. and Introduced in

evidence a dozen vouchers, hearing different
names, and marked "ln the matter of Bowker"
and others. All these, the witness declared. re¬

ferred to Manning; his explanation was that he
desired to conceai the man's name and usec
fictitious names to do so. At this point he ex¬

plained that his whole connection with the

Equitable consisted in looking after Manning.
A moment later lt was shown that the Mutual
"put up" a sum as large as tho Equitable to

keep this Manning "not hostile." One. voucher
was shown marked "Approved, McC." The Equi¬
table and the Mutual thus pald {..l.Ouu aplece
annually to Nichols "in the matter of Manning.
Mr Nichols testlfied that his connection with

Manning began when Henry B. Hyde called him
to his offlce and asked hlm "to get rid of the
annoyance." Just what this meant Mr. Nicnols
could not explain, for the next moment he de¬
clared Mr. Manning had wanted to "be inde¬
pendent" and that it had required great effort
to persuade him to subside. Mr. Nichols was

anxious to make it clear that he had not acted
for Mr. Manning in the affair. He was in the
daik as to whether Mr. Manning beionged to

the "Manning family" of Albany. but recaiieci
that he was a relativ. of Shepard Homans, a

v.-ell known insurance man. The apparent pro-
cedure was for Manning to call at Mr. Nlchols's
office and get his money each year.

COMAN'S PLEASANT JOB.

The fact that Tammany kept a careful watch

upon the Equitable salary roll was shown by tho
testimony of Thomas Coman. who Identlfied
himself as a former president of the Bqard of

Aldermen, who was acting Mayor in the early
70's when Mayor Hoffman became Gov¬
ernor. He was also at one tlme an acting police
maglstrate. Mr. Coman testified that he had
been in the employe of the Equitable for twenty-
five years, and that his salary had steadily in-
creased until it reached $6,000 a Vear. rLastsummer's reduction had cut hi3 salary to $5,400.
At the outset of his testimony Mr. Coman

glibly explained that his work was in dealing
with violations of Health Department regula¬
tions. but he could recall only one of these jn re¬

cent years. Then he attempted to show work with
reference to flre escaues. Then he showed that.
he had spent a, day or two fixing up a detall of
a street which was torn up.
"You don't seem to be a very busy man." com-

mented Mr. Hughes. This did not evoke a;*y
answer, so Mr. Hughes continued:

"Isn't it a fact that you are the intermediary
between the city departments antl the Equi¬
table?"
"Whenever they requlre anything," was the

frank answer. A moment later Mr. Coman
added that. his large acquaintance fitted him for
this work.
A rather humorous phase of Mr. Coman's ac-

tivity was shown. Mr. Hughes produced the re-
port of the State Superintendent of Insurance. In
which Coman was listed as in charge of the as-
sessment matters of the Equitable. His main
mission ln thls regard, it appeared. was to ob-
tain reductlons in the personal assessments of
James W. Alexander. Henry B. Hyde. Gage E.
Tarbell and Thomas D. Jordan. Coman further
testified that he went with offlcers of the society
when they paid their taxes "to get them through
quickly." Asked how he eame to have his salary
raised, he explained that "other employes were
getting theirs raised." No extra work followed
the raise, he volunteered.

Mr. Coman further Illuminated his political
past by declaring he had been appointed a
Courthouse Commissioner by Mayor A. Oakey
Hall. Hls son is also an Equitable employe. A
long list of questions asked by Mr. Hughes, with
the intention of showing that Mr. Coman mlght
also hav«. served as the intermediary for
Equitable contributions to Tammany Hall.
failed. Mr. Coman had never heard of any such
gifts._
APGAR'S NAME ON CARD.

Assemjhlyman Received No Money,
Hoxvever.Tarbell on Stand.

Ascemblyman James K. Apgar, of Peekskiil,
Westchester County. and Gage E. Tarbell, of the
Equitable, were the afternoon witnesses in the
Insurance investigation. Assembiyman Apgar's
testimony was noteworthy, as relating to the
incident in last Friday's session. when the name
on a card found among various Equitable vouch-
ers was temporarily suppressed. The name was
Mr. Apgar's, and written on the card in a hand-
writing that was not identlfied r.-ere the words,
"Mr. Hyde says to pay to Mr. Husted $1,000."
It was initialled "J. W. A.," and this signature
was identified as that of James Wr. Alexander.
president of the Equitable.
At the outset of hls testimony Mr. Apgar made

several things clear; flrst, that the card was his.
but the handwriting was not; second, that the
incident occurred before he became a member
of the Assembly; thlrd, that he never ln any
fashion received or benefited from any part of
the money, and flnally that the man named was
Thomas D. Husted, a brother of his predecessor
In the legislature, James W. Husted, jr. Mr.
Apgar further testified that T. D. Husted was
dead. and for thls reason he manifested extreme
reluctance in testlfying as to any relatlon ho
mlght have had with the aiTalr. Of his own rc-
lation he told a frank story.
The voucher was dated October. 1S97. in this

year. Mr. Apgar testified. he made an unsuocess-
ful campaign for the Assembly. Before this he
had been private secretary to Lleutenant Gov¬
ernor Saxton and later to ex-Congressman Will¬
iam L. Ward in Washington. Mr. Apgar was
declded in his declaratlon that. no part of thls
11,000 ever found Its wajj into hls campaign
fund. and he could tell nothlng about the strange
place where hls card had been found. He testl¬
fied that he dld not know Mr Hyde, but had
seen Mr. Alexander once to request a favor for
a constituent. A slmllar check was shown in
1896 for $1,000 for T. B. Husted, thls tlme un-
aecompanied by any card of Mr. Apgar's. Again
he knew nothing about the transaction. Asked
lf James W. Husted, Jr., was a candidate for
Assembly in thls year Mr. Apgar answered in
the afflrmatlve. He made lt clear that he had
no knowledge of or connection with any in¬
surance contributions at any tlme.
Regarding his visit to Mr. Alexander^he could
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72* STECK PIANO as a Factor in

Expansion at AEOLIAN HALL

The introduction of new styles in case designs offers an

opportunlty for material saving on discontinued models

EARLY a year ago the entire piano manufacturing business of George
Steck & Co. was acquired and consolidated with the Aeolian Company.
This move was made necessary by the rapid growth of the various musical
interests which center in Aeolian Hall. Additional factory space was

required and the Steck Piano was selected by reason of its high musical standing
and the prestige it had attained during its nearly half century of existence.

Since the consolidation the Steck (in common with the other pianos owned and controlled
by the Aeolian Company) has made remarkable stndes forward in popular favor, it» factory in
West 48th Street having increased its outpat to its f ul! capacity. The sterling mertts of the
Steck Piano are to-dav better known than ever before in its history, and the high praises which
Richard Waener and Franz Uszt accorded this instrument years ago are again justified by the
beautiful exampies of high-grade workmanship that the factory has produced in 1905.

The Aeolian Companv has found itexoedient. in accordance with its well-known policy of

constant orogress to inrjduce manv new case designs. This has rrsalted in the d scontmaance

of cer'ain of the old Steck stvles. We hnd that we have on hand fifty of these discontinued in-
straments Thev are now placed on sale at material rednctions from onginai pnces, an oppor¬
tunlty that the public will promptly appreciate, this bdn* the first occaslon since the consolidation tn 1904,
when these instruments could be boughtfor a dollar less than the publisludpriccs.
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The uaual liberal terma of the Aeolian Company on monthly
payments will be extended to all the pianos in this Special Sale.

The pianos in this sale have had no usage whatever.in fact they
have never lett the warerooms. It should bc distinctly understood that theje

price reductions apply only to the discontinued case designs enumeratcd
above and there will be no deviation in price on all other styles.
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recall only that it was at tho request of a con-

stitucnt. but was sure it had nothing to do with

any campaign business. Mr. Apgar testified to

a personal acquaintance wlth Andrew C. Flelds.
the '"Iegis'ative generalissimo'' of insurance

companies at Albany. He knew him as prom¬
inent ln Westchester Democratic politics. al¬

though in another Assembly dlstrlct than hls
own. Mr. Hughes asked Mr. Apgar if he knew

anything about the report that Mr. Fields had
handled considerable Mutual Life money in
Westchester campaigns, and received a negative
answer.
Mr. Apgar then testified that he had talked

with Mr. Fields several times regarding insur¬
ance legislatlon. while he as a member of the
Assemblv Insurance Committee, but only re¬

garding bills advocated by the Insurance De¬
partment and measures subsequently passed
without opposition. In these talks Mr. Fields
had spoken in favor of the bills. Mr. Apgar
admitted that he had once visited the Mutual
"House of Mirth" at Albany, hut had never seen

any entertaining there, and hls visit was a

purely social one.

Mr. Hughes pressed the witness to tell of his
personal relations wlth the late Mr. Husted,
but Mr. Apgar steadily declined. Insisting that
as the man was dead he dld not care to testify
on the subject and reinforced his position with
the declaration that he had not personal knowl¬
edge of Mr. Husted's receipt of the money or
of the use he made of it.
Gage E. Tarbell, vice-prfsident of the Equi¬

table, was on the stand for long periods, and
wlll contlnue this morning. Mr. Tarbell's testi¬
mony was largely confined to the teohnica! side
Of the insurance business. He fumished Interest¬
ing details regarding a war carried on between
the New-York Life and the Equitable, whlch
resulted in the taking over of R. J. Mix, the
general agent of the New-York Life, and a large
number of agents, in retaliation for an incursion
into Equitable ranks by the New-York Life. He
inslsted that this did not cost the Equitable a
dollar, the new men being hired on a commission
basis. such as was already in force in the Equi-
table. Mr. Tarbell inslsted that the evil of "re-
hating" in the Equitable was small, and that
offenders were frequently detected and dls-
charged. He seemed somewhat hazy about the
names of men discharged on this account, and
will be asked for new evidence in this regard
to-day.
At the close of his testimony Mr. Tarbell

ms*e an extended defence of the payment of
a $12,000 salary to Miss Anna Z. Amendt,
who. he declared. would have been made a

vice-presldent had she been a man. quoting
the words of the elder Hyde on this point. He
declared that in his abser.ee Miss Amendt ran
hls office.

*'Phc is worth all she gets," he reiterated.
Mr. Tarbell explained that Mr. Coman had been
employed in the obtaining of the reductlon of
personal assesfments of Equitable offlcers be¬
cause of his acquaintance with all the clty offl-
clals. He thought it possible that he might have
helped Equitable offlcers to es-*ape Jury duty
also. Mr. Tarbell explained the Intricate sys¬
tem of advances. to agents and a number of
other subjeets of a similar technical nature.
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MANNING GLAD TO TALK.

"Man Up the River" Would Like
To Bc a Witness.

fPy TeleRrv^h to The Trlhunr]
Albany, Nov -1.Llvlng c->mf,->rtably in re-

tirement. William S. Manning. referred to to¬
day before the insurance investigation commit¬
tee ;n New-York as "the man up the river," was
seen to-night at his home, No. 40 Lancaster-st..
in this clty. He declared hls willingness to tell
the committee what he knows about insurance.
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and also showed a desire to give his views as to

the course the investigation should take.
Mr. Manning has been a resident of Albany for

several years. Ho eame to public notice first as

an "orlginal McKinley man," havlng been inter-
viewed by one of the newspapers in Washington
before the nomination of McKinley for Presi¬
dent
Manning was an insurance actuary, and It is

believed there are many facts concerning the
business of certain companies of which he has
an intimate knowledge. ln the first McKinley
campaign ho did effective work on the stump.
He made the tariff questlon a study, writing
articles for publiratlon, in the interest of pro¬
tection. Ho was connected wlth'a chemical
company in thls clty and at times appeared be¬

fore Congress eommittees in favor of a readjust-
ment of tariff rates on certain articles.
Last winter he appeared before Iegislative

eommittees when the questlon of cheaper gas
was under consideratlon, and made arguments
ln support of hl3 views on the best rnethods of

dealing with gas companies. He is at least

seventy years old, and has white hair and beard.
To-day Mr. Manning said he had known Sen¬

ator Depew many years; that he received a re-

tainer for opposlng hostile insurance legislation
at Albany, and that it was his custom each year
to ask Mr. Nichols if a continuance of his ser-

vlces was desired by the companies. Mr. Man¬
ning said to-day:

I hold that the responsibility for the present
conditions of life insurance rests first upon tho
ltgislators of New-York and next upon the In¬
surance Department. for. had the Insurance De¬
partment full knowledge of the present transac-
tions and failed to suppress ihem, it became a

party to the wrong. lf. on the other hand. lt
was not informed, it waa the fault of the In¬
surance Department, proving it to be absolutely
incompetent. I would say about ?he so-cal!ed
lobby this, that if the Ieglslators.some of them
_were not arproachable, there would be no mar¬

ket for such lobbyists in Albany or ei.ewhere.
I have always opposed this method of investi¬

gation. There is a grave questlon is «.

this investigation is not doing more harm than
good to the pollcyholders. The prosperlty, if
not indeed the solvency. of every company de-
penda upon the confidence of the communlty in
these eorporations.
My duties in connection with Mr. Nichols were

to appear before Insurance eommittees and de-
fend insurance companies against pernicious at-
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